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. INTRODUCTION, - 


The high school isethe pupil's college, Upon its character, its 
spirit. and its work depend net only the knowledge nd skill, but 
visu the ideals fC imental attitude of a very large majority of the 
men and women who will rise to positions of infivence in industrial, 
social. and civie He. The preparation and later strccess of those who 
enter schools of higher learning also depend in large measure on the 
high sehbots, but the character of the high schools, including both 
~pirit and’ work, is determined very largely by their principals. The 
principalshipyofthe Iigh school may well be conceded to be the most 
importantand difieu}t position ia Che entire school svsten, requiring 
af those who (ill it well the Tighest type of mitive ability, bread and 
comprehensive education, nich professional knowledge, and great 
skill in tenching. in organization, i management, and in leadership. 
Only men and women of such qualifications should be employed m 
this position. “To employ as principals of these schools, organized 
for boys and girls during the-golden period of youth. tir the years of 
early and middle adolescence. any ofher than men and women of 
the beat ability is to-court faihire where failure spells disaster more > 
clearly thaiy anywhere else in the school system. * 

“Ht is, therefore. interesting to Know just what ave the wages paid 
principals jn the high schools of the United States. to what extent 
these wages have beer increased in the bust five or six years, which 


“have been marked by large jnereases in wages paid in most ocenpa- 


tions and in the cost of wing, 

This bulletin, the result of a recent special inquiry and study 
made by the Bureau of Education, gives this information for The 
country asa whole and for each of Cie several States, 

It is interesting fo note that the arerage annual salary for high- 
school principals forthe school year. 119-20 was only 81,50 b42 — 
a little more than the.averagé annual wages of good stenographers, - 
about as much as Pullman porters reeeivecin wages and tips: (the 
figures gre based on personal investigationy® and nbout $300 less 
than the annyal wages pald rural mail carriers. 

Lt is alo interesting to note that within the five years from 1914-15 
ty 1919-20, during which the cost of living increased about 108 per 


echt, and wages paid in most occupations increased as ruich, the 


‘average pay-of highschool principals only increased 18.8 per cent, 

Méasured by ‘purchasing power, the wages of high-school principals 

in 1919-20 was only Av.per ‘cont of what it was five vears before, 
At.the wages paid, can We reasonably expect to attract and hold 

in the principalships of the high schools such men and women as 

are necessary,for the best results? =“ ent 

LP. P. Caxton, 
» « Commissioner. 


e Die . C depen 
ae * . -3 oe 
"ee wee 
Pia bt 


219dt" +29 ie mis ms ao oe 
“ 
: a ie © 


2 ee Ta 
be me TARTAR ae bee z 


~ 


<) 
ERIC 


4 


SALARIES OF PRINCIPALS OF HIGH SCHOOLS. 


Certain fuets of interest relating to salaries: of principals of high 
schools age now availuble as the result of a study just completed by 
the Burean of Education. 

The study is based on returns ton 10.440 igh schools located in 
the 48 States and the District of Columban. According to reports 
from the State de ‘partments of public instruction, there were 16,258 
pubhe high schools in MNT IS. the latest vear fgr which full reports 
have ie received. It nppenrs. therefore, that Phe following figures 
on salaries cover approximately 60 per cent of the high schools of 
the country, 

METHOD OF INVESTIGATION, 


Each princifal was requested to report the amount of satary 
received for the se ‘hool year 1919-20, ulso the salary paid to the oecu- 
pant of the same -position in TOH-IS. Of the 10440 principals 
reporting ford919-20, only 7,981 reported the salaries paid in 1914-15, 

Average amual sahities were computed for each State by dividing 


the total amount of salaries received by the number of principals 


reporting, and for groups of States by dividing the aggregute amomnt. 


of salaries hy the nesbente number of principals. 
Next. a distribution of salaries was secured for each Stage. arranged 
HY groups of $100 under $1,000 and in grogeps of $250 above that sum. 
The actual average was computed for cach. group of salaries. 
Table 1 shows the distribution of sulaties paid in California and Ken- 
tucky. the two States reporting the highest and lowest nvernge 
annual salaries, respectively. 
From this table it will be observed that in 1914-15, in ¢ ‘alifornin, 
155 of the salaries reported, or almost threc-fourths of the total, were 
included between $1,500 and $2,499; while in 1919-20 nearly the 
sume proportion, or 160 salaries, was included between $2,000 and 


S,249. In 1914-15, in Kentucky, 133 of the-salaries reported, or 


7B per cent, were -inchided between $ $600. and $1,249; while im 
1919-20, 170 salaries, or 75.5 per cent, were included hetw ecn $900 


and $1,999. 


. v 


The average annual salary reported in California increased in five’ 


Years from $2,137.51 to $2,620. 09, or 22.6 per cent; in Kentucky 


thoi increase was from $948.03 to $1, 180, m1, Or ee 5 por cent. 
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RANKING OF THE STATES, 
In Table 2 is presented a summary showing the ranking of the 4s 
States according to averawe annual salaries paid to high-schogl 
eipals.- In column 1 oof the table the number of high sel 
1917-18 is given for comparison with the number of principals r 
ing salaries for 1919-20, ar 
The average annual salary reported by the State at the top of the 


list is more than two and one-fifth times that reported by the State 


at the bottom, °The average anita salary reported by the 12 States 
ct ° y . . A i " . = . ‘ A 
in the hightt squatter is 60.2 per cent greater thin the average 
salitry reported by the 12 States in the lowest quarter, ~The median 
average annual salary falls in the group SESST.20. 

In only seven States, reporting GST schools or 6.5 per cent of the 
total, was the average annul salary of the principal reported for 
1919-20 in-excess of S100, 
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